Broomball Rules Guide 102 – Violations & Other Whistles

High Sticking – Occurs when the ball is contacted above the shoulders by the stick of the offending player.  Within striking distance of the goalie, this guideline is changed to the crossbar or four (4) feet.

I should make the call if the offending player:

· The ball intentionally or unintentionally struck by the stick while the stick is above the shoulders of the offending player (or above the crossbar when within striking distance of the goalie) AND
· The ball is first played upon by the offending team OR

· The violation creates a significant disadvantage for the offended team, regardless of if the ball is played.


Always consider:

· High Sticking violations should be “automatic” in the sense that there is not much grey area.   This is for the safety of all those playing.
· If the offending player created contact with an opponent with the stick in any part of the motion associated with the high stick, this is a penalty.
Hand Pass – The intentional use of the hand (while not holding the stick) to deflect or direct the ball in a specific direction.  Hand passes to yourself are legal.  Hand passes to teammates are only legal when they occur within the defensive zone (before the blue line).

I should make the call if the offending player:

· The ball is intentionally deflected or swatted with the hand while not in contact with the stick AND
· The ball is first played upon by the offending team OR

· The violation creates a significant disadvantage for the offended team, regardless of if the ball is played.


Always consider:

· Was the player aware of the possibility for contact with the hand, in other words, were they making an effort to play the ball (even if it did not go in the direction they intended)?
· Was the ball hit via a hand pass or a deflection?
· Was the ball lifted or thrown, this is an automatic whistle and warning and/or penalty.
Offside – Entering the attacking zone before the ball or failing to clear the zone after the ball has cleared.  The attacking zone shall be the area across the blue line of your opponent before the ball enters and shall expand to the center ice red line after the ball enters.  In other words, in on blue, out on red.  Once the ball leaves the zone, the attacking zone is once again reduced in size to the blue line. 

I should make the call if the offending player:

· Backs the ball across the blue line (crosses before the ball, while ball in his control, auto-whistle);
· Crosses the blue line before the ball; OR
· Is still within the zone after the ball clears the zone;

· AND a member of the offending team touches the ball OR there is a shot on goal.

Always consider:

· Players entering (usually from penalties or line changes) while on offense and in the zone (2nd period) must touch the blue line before playing the ball.  This is not true when on defense.
· Intentionally / Knowingly getting an Offsides call when the official is letting you know to leave the zone results in a faceoff in the defensive zone of the offending team.
Goalie Freeze – Goalie holds or contains the ball within their body while not trying to play it.

Always call if:

· The goalie is pressured by an opponent;
· The ball is stuck or lodged in equipment or the uniform; or
· The goalie stands up with the ball in their mitt or glove without attempting to put the ball down.


Sometimes Call When:

· The goalie has the ball and is un-pressured – If 3 seconds have passed a whistle is usually blown

· Teammates cannot intentionally pass the ball back with the purpose of getting a whistle
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